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N turning over the late Hiſtory of Paſſive Obe. 
dience, T quickly found out the Author to be 

a King-James's Man, and no King William's 

Man, (tor ſo it is, that by means of ſome who 

pretend to be mighty Church-of-Exz/and Men, 

we have Two Kings on foot; 'and when a 

Man in common Converſation names the King, he is 
asked to explain bimſelf, and to fay which King he 
means;) And when TI had diſcovered of what ſtamp 
the Hiſtorian was, I needed no great ſagacity to-un« 
derſtand the Deſign and Drift of the Hiſtory. It is 
this plainly, to thruſt out the preſent Goverament,. by 
leaving no Room for it, and by telling us that the late 
Tyranny was Sacred and Irreſiſtible ; 1t is to keep up 
that Indefeilible Title, which mo Religion, no Law, no 
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Fault nor Forfeiture ca Alter or Diminiſh : It is to Þ. 199. 


blacken all the Glorious Inſtruments of our Deli- 
verance, who invited over and joined the Prince of 
Orarge, with. the multiplied Titles of Rebels and Tras- 
tors, and: to. leave them all in a State of Damnation, 


which they.mulſt get out of as well as they can; it 1s 
be ; A in 
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in ſhort to Damn the. whole Nation, both the Defen« 

ders of our Country, and the Paſſive-men too, the for- 

mer for Reſting, and the latter for not Aſiiting the late 

King ; the former as Giants that fought againſt God, 

P. 110, and the latter as Diſloye/ and Perjured Wretches in 

129 not fighting for him : So that it calls them All to Re- 

pentance and Reparation, and is in effe&t a great many 

Sermons together upon one of their late Texts, Why 

are ye the laſt in bringing back the Kzng ? He when he 

went away left it under his Hand, That the Nation 

was Poiſoned, and therefore out again comes this Hiſto- 

rian with the old Orveran, having a great number of 

Prebatuw's annexed to it, to try 1f it will prove a bet- 

ter Reſtorative, than it did a Preſervative, againſt 

that venomous DoEtrine, of a Nation's Defending their 

Rights and Liberties, and reſcuing themſelves from 
Slavery. 

But the Truth and Goodneſs of any DoQrrme is not 
to be tried by the telling of Noſes, and therefore this 
Hiſtory ſignihes as little to the Merits of the Cauſe; as 
if it had been the Hiſtory of Tom Thumb, and ſome- 
what leſs if it be a Falſe Hiſtory, as L ſhall in few words 
plainly ſhew it tobe, For whereas the commenJable 
Diligence of this Hiſtorian has made ſeveral Chapters 
concerning the Publick and Eſtabliſhed DoEtrine of 
the Church of Exgland, which have not one Syllable 
to his purpoſe : At the ſame time he has made no men- 
tion, nor taken any notice at all of three Atts of Con-- 
vocation, *'which are likewiſe ,AAs of Parliament in 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, which are the Standard of 
the Church of® Exg/azd DoQtrine in this Caſe. And: 
theſe are back'd with three other Contemporary Ads 
of Parliament to the ſame purpoſe, which are full in 
Point to juſtify the late Dutch Expedition, by cele- 
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brating the Religion, Juſtice, and Merit of three ſe- 
veral Expeditions 1n thoſe Days,which were exaQly the 
ſame with this Laſt. I have Printed the very words 
of theſe Six Atts of Parliament four times over, once 
in my Anſwer to Conftantias, and thrice in the Opinion 
of Reſiftance, which is extant p. 130, 131. of my 
Colleftion : And therefore the total omiſſion of them 
in this Hiſtory, 'and the paſſing them over in {o pro- 
found a Silence, 15 not reconcileable with the Faithful 
neſs required in an Hiſtorian. If he paſſed them over 
as being no fit Materials for his Paſſive Hiſtory, but 
contrary to it, theaT wonder very much that he ſhould 
adyance a Doctrine under the Name of the Church of 
England, which he knew to be oppoſite to Six Ats 
_ of Parliament, and to three folemn and binding De- 
clarations of the whole Church of England, when he 
has not ſo much as any one Authority of the ſame Na- 
ture, to ſtand in competition with any one of thoſe 
Declarations. TI am perfettly weary with tranſcribing 
thoſe Paſſages as they there ftand, and as they are the 
higheſt Acknowledgments and Applauſes of Queen El;- 
zabeth, for her affiſting the Scots, Dutch, and French 
in their ſeveral Defexces of themſelves againſt Tyranny 
aud Oppreſſion.; and therefore I ſhall here only apply 
ſome of thoſe Authentick and AQ-of-Parliament Ex- 
preſſions to the preſent Caſe. If thoſe brave Men were 
now alive, they would certainly be very forward in 
paying their own Deliverance-Mony, when they paid 
ſix Shillings in the Pound Deliverance-Mony for 
their Neighbours, and would have been very thankful 
to his preſent Majelty for uſing Golly and Prudent 
Means (namely, a Fleet and Army) zo abate the Ho- | 
ftility and Perſecution praftiſed againſt them; and for 


his Princely and Upright preſervation of the L tberty of 
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the Realms and Nations of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land from imminent Captivity and Deſolation: They 
would have gratefully acknowledged, the great and 
perpetual Honour which it hath pleafed God to give his 
Majeſty, in making him the principal Support of all juſt 
aud religious Canſes againſs Alurpers. They would 
have ſaid, The States of Holland are wow become, in 
their turn, ſince your Majeſty's happy Days, both a Port 
and Haven of Refuge for Diſtreſſed States and Kzng- 
doms, and a Rock and Bulwark of Oppoſition againſt the 
Tyrannies and Ambitions Attempts of Mighty and 
Ulurping Potextates. 

Now let us ſearch this Hiſtorian's whole Pack, and 
ſee what he has got to oppoſe to this publick Doftrine 
of the Church of Exgland, wherein ſhe allowed and 
abetted the SubjeRs of three ſeveral Soveraign Princes 
in fighting againſt them, and was ſucceſsful in helping 
two of thoſe Countries to throw off the Yoke of their 
Oppreſſors, - Mary Queen of Scots, and Philip the 24 of 
Spain. And upon examination, I cannot find in this 
whole Hiſtory one Publick A& contrary to this Eſta- 
bliſhed DoQrine of the Church of Exzgland. There is 
not a word againſt this in the 39 Articles, nor in the 
Homilies ; for, asT have heretofore ſhewn, the up-ſhot 
of the Homily"of Obedience is obeying Common Antho- 
rity : And Rebellion is there defined to be reſifting or 
withſtanding Common Authority, and therefore I heartily 
{ubſ{cribe the Homlies over again. For the difference 
betwixt Authority and No Authority, Law axd No 
Law, though it be thought a little and a puzzling di- 
ſtindtion by thisHiſtorian, yetI am ſure is both a very 
clear one, and goes a great way with me. There is 
not a word againſt this in the Liturgy, and therefore 
this Hiſtorian catches at a Straw, whea he ſays that 
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God is ſtiled in it the only Ruler of Printes. For may 
I defend my ſelf againſt no Man's Violence, till I can 
prove that I am his Ruler ? There is not a word againſt 
this in the Injunitions and Canons, till you come to the 
Canons of Forty, which inſtead of being eſtabliſhed 
by AQ of Parliament, do. ſtand condemn'd and repro- 
bated by two Parliaments: No nor in the Biſhops Oy- 
ders neither, as I can ſee, though I have valued them 
the leſs, ſince I have known the Pacquet 4 Advice to 
the Men of Shaftsbury to have been one of thoſe Orders. 
I can ſee nothing more which looks with any Face of a 
Publick Authority, unleſs it be the Cenſures of our Uxi- 
verſities; but every Body knows what cheap things 
thoſe are, and that an Oxford Decree 1s nothing elſe but 
a Cambridg Addreſs. 

As for the Martyrs and Confeſſors DoQrine in Q. 
Mary's Time, (which is brought in by the Head and 
Shoulders into this Hiſtory, for it. has no affinity with 
it) it was Submiſſon to the Law, and not to Arbitrary 
Government. His Popiſh Biſhops, Srokeſly, —_ 
and Boxxer's Authorities I give him. . Here are indeed 
left in this Hiſtory abundance of private Doors Optr- 
ions, and their flights of Flattery are very high, eſpe- 
cially in their Court-Sermons ; but theſe are in oppoſi- 
tion to the Eſtabliſhed DoEtrine of the Church of 
Exzland, and to fix Atts of Parliament, as I ſhewed be- 
fore, and therefore their Authority is worſe and leſs 
than Nothing: But if they muſt have an Anſwer, 
they are only fit to be confuted by a Second Edition of 
Diſſenters Sayings. 

And here have reaſon toenter a maſt Complaint a- 

ainſt the pretended Church-of-Exg/aud Men of the 
two laſt Reigns, who not only left me the grinning 


Honour of maintaining the Eſtabliſh'd Doctrine of 
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the Church all alone, (which I kept alive, till it plea+ 
ſed God to make it a Means of our Deliverance, with 
the perpetual hazard of my own Life for many Years, 
and with ſuffering Torments and Indignities worſe 
than Death; ) but alſo beſides this, were very zealous 


in running me down, and very officious in degrading 


me, as an Apoſtate from the Church of Ezg/axd for 
this very Service : While at the ſame time, they them- 
ſelves were making their Court with their own Rene- 
gado Dcarine of Paſſive Obedience ; and wearing out 
all Pulpits with it, as if it had been, not only the Firſt 
and great Commandment, but the Second too ; and 
cramming it down the reluQtant Throats of dying Pa- 
triots, as the Terms of their Salvation. And now 10 
this Reign, for want of recanting their Paſſive Do- 
Qtrine, they ſuffer it to be made we of againſt the pre- 
ſent Government, and to be compiled into ſuch an Hi» 
ſtory as is a'Seed-Plot of Rebellion,and aſtanding Com- 
mon-place-Book for Treaſonable Praftices. And this 
is the more to be complained of, becauſe they them- 
ſelves muſt needs now clearly ſee, if they did not he- 
fore, the miſchievous Conſequence of their Paſſive 
DoQrine, which bound us not to Reſ#, but to Afi 
-onr Prince, though a Tyrant ; which if it had taken 
place in Mens Minds and inward Belief, had for ever 
in{laved the Nation. But God be thanked, though this 
Doctrine filled the Ears of the Nation fog a long time, 
yet 1t never bored them ; for if it had, the Prince of 
Orange, with all the Power of Holland, could never 
have brought us a Deliverance, nor have been able to 
have reſcued thefe three Kingdoms from themlelves, 
and from their own choſen and voluntary Bondage. 
And while this Doctrine continues to be believed by 
any deluded Party amongſt us, they are bound in Con- 

{cience 


——_ — ts 


—— —_ RR — —_—_— —_—_ 


of Paſfve Obedience. 7 


ſcience either to be doing Miſchief here, or elſe to go 
and join the Iriſh Camp at Drogheda. For which 
Reaſon till it be publickly recanted or condemn'd, I 
ſhall here fully contute it in a few words. 

All their Proof, that « Tyrant may not be Reſited, 
but muſt be Aſſited by hu Subjefts, wholly centers 1n the 
13th of the Romans : In order therefore to know whe- 
ther a Tyrant is any way concerned, or has any part 
or portion in that Text, we muſt firſt conſider what a 
Tyrant is. And becauſe I will not be my own Judg,nor 
make Definitions of my own, I will take that exa&t 
one of Mr. Abraham Cowley, approved and publiſhed 
by the preſent Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter. © I call him 
*a Tyrant, who either intrudes himſelf forcibly: in-- 
* to the Government of his Fellow-Citizens, with- 
* out any legal Authority over them, or who having a 
«juſt Title to the Government of a People, abuſes it 
«to the deſtruction or tormenting of them... So that 
< all Tyrants are at the ſame time Ulurpers,. either cf. 
«the whole, or at leaſt of a part of that Power which 
« they aſſume to themſelves ; and no lefs are they to be: 

.£ accounted Rebels, ſince no Man can uſurp Authority 

Ac over others, but by rebelling againſt them who had 
© it before, or at leaſt againſt thole Laws wiuch were 
< his Superiors. 

It is plain by this Definition, thata Tyrant, (though 
he had a legal Title, and is a Tyrant only. in Exercile, 
as they term it,) is both an Uſurper-and a Rebel ; and 
if neither of theſe are-contained in the Text, nor can 
lay any claim to the Duties of Subjeftion, Non-reſiſt- 
ance, Aſſiſtance, Tribute, &c. So neither can a. Tyrant 
who is both of them in one, As I have many Years 
fince ſhewa in my Anſwer to Conſtantine, that the Ille- 


gal Violence of inferiour Magiſtrates is excluded an of 
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this Text, by letting the Text ſpeak for it ſelf : fo let 
any Man try whether the Text will admit of a Rebel 
or Uſurper, and you may ſoon ſee how well they will 
become the Place. For then St. Pazl's words run thus, 
Let every Soul be ſubject to a Rebel, (though he. be 
neither higher Power, nor lower Power, nor an 
Power at all,) for there is no Rebel but of God, the Re- 
bels that be are ordained of God : Whoſoever therefore re- 
[ixteth a Rebel, reſifteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that reſizt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. For a 
Rebel us the Miniſter of God to thee for Good; and 1o is 
the Devil and the Inquiſition. Whereby it is demon- 
ſtrable, Thar St. Paul here deſcribes a Juſt and Righ- 
teous Government which 1s employed for the Publick 
Gocd, and requires ſubjeCtion only to that ; for if you 
put in any other into the Text, it quite overthrows it 
and turns it into Blaſphemy : And it is likewiſe demon- 
ſtrable, that no Tyrant can put in ſo much as his Noſe 
at the 13th of the Romans. 

The next thing is to conſider whether the late King 
wasa Tyrant or not, by this Definition. Perhaps the 
proving him ſo, will as much difpleaſe ſome very - 
courtly People, as the calling a Crowned Head by®: 
that Name heretofore did ; (but, God be thanked,they 
were ſo far miſtaken, for he was an Uncrowned Head 
at that time) : However pleaſing and diſpleaſing is not 
my Buſineſs, -but doing all the Right and Service I can 
tomy Country, and to that Juſt and Rightful Govern- 
ment which is now over us; and fo that be done, I 
care not who is pleaſed or diſpleaſed. This Definition 
then is very full,vand contains both a Tyrant in Title, 
and a Tyrant in Exerciſe, or in the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, as Writers of Politicks call them. 
The tormer 1s he, who intrudes himſelf forcibly into the 
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Government of his Fellow-Citiztts withdut any-lizal Ay- 
thority over them. I will not-make-my {elf more work 
'than I need, 'in faying-the late. King was ſuch a one, 
»(for if \I prove:hitn One 'fort 'of Tyrant, what need /1 
iprove him Two ?) but this I-{4y, that 'he came -into 
the Government againſt the Conſent of the whoſe 
-Nation; for the Houſe of Commons, by their Bill of 
-Exclufion, baniſhed him 5o0o Miles from his King- 
dom; and the Houſe of Lords, -by Bills of. their oywn 
ordering, baniſhed him 500. Miles fromhis Kingſhip. 
For they ordered a'Bill of 'an-Afociation;: & Billfor the 
Jaft Parliament 4n being to -come without his. calling, 
.and fit ſeveral Months without his leave; -and to dil- 
poſe of all-the-Offices'and:places of. 'Truſtinithe;King- 
dom ;. a Bill to impower the, People to purſye -#hd:de- 
Aroy his Forces if-he raiſed-any without conſent .df 
Parliament, and. the [like : whereby it appears they 
would truſt him with nothing -of the Government, 
bur only left him an-empry Crown. Now -theſe ,Prq- 
cecdings sf both Hauſes:did deelare him to be a Publick 
Enemy, only with this difference, that the Houſe-of 
Commons were for treating, him as a Foreign Enemy, 
and 'the-Lords were for ſuffering him to be a Dome- 
Fick:ont, 'and for ftanding upon their Guard agatnft 
him. And if in the ftvitteſt Succeſſions, (which that 
of Evglend'never was) Ideots and Liinaticks by com- 
mon Conſtruction have always been excepted, much 
moreT am ſure ought a kaown Enemy to be, . But let 


that pals. 16 ft; $217 44h 
| The latter ſort of 'Tyrant-is\he, who having 4.juft 
Title to the Government of a People, abuſes it 'to the De 
— or. tormentitg of them. And 'th, this ſort of 
yranny the late King did fo infinitely abonnd,: that 
he niade-uſe $f 'every Branch of his Authority for that 
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Purpoſe ; and it would be endleſs to recount the Par- 
ticulars of it. His Power of raiſing Forces in-time of 
War, he perverted into a ſtanding Army in time of 
Peace 3 his Power of making Proteſtant Officers 
throughout the Kingdom, he applied to the making of 


Popiſh, and thereby put our Lives and Liberties into 


the Hands of our Enemies 3 by his Power of make- 
ing Judges, he got the Diſpenſing Power, tothe De- 


ſtruction of our Laws, which is the wholeſale de- 


ſtruftion of a 'Nation. As for his 'Tormenting part, 
that is beſt underſtood by thoſe whom he had gotten 
in great numbers piled up in Jails like Faggots, and 
were otherwiſe ruined and barbarouſly uſed, who 


-ftill feel it in their ſurviving Miſceries ;. but ſo far as 


my. ſhare was in it, God forgive him for" it, for I 


| heartily do. I cannot omit his Dropping ſome parcels 
. of this Tyranny when the Prince © 


nw was Com- 
ing over, as Men do their ſtolen. Goods when they are 


-in danger of being ſeized with them, (which put 
the Prince upon a neceſſity of-an additional Declaration 


to his Firſt) becauſe this is a very plain Acknowledg- 
ment of the thing I was proving. For why were the 


Charters reſtored to all Corporations, and Magadalen- 


Colledg to the right Owners, and the High. Commilſ- 


ton (which was the very Tyranny :and Uſurpation 


of the Popes of Rowe, only brought to White-hall, and 
10 much the worſe by being nearer us); why was 
this diſſolved, and the Seal broken ; I fay, why were 
all theſe things Dropt if they had not been 3 pw 
or if any King of Exglend could have juſtified the 
keeping of them ? 

That which follows.is the cloſeſt inference that can be. So 
that. all Tyrants are at the ſame time Vſurpers, either of the whole 
(which is the caſe of a Tyrant in Title) or at le Fe Part of 
that Power which they aſſume to themſelves ;, which is the Caſe of 
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a Tyrant in Exerciſe. For all the Power which the Law does 
not give a Prince, (which is both the Foundation, and the 
Meaſure, and the Rule of a Princes Authority ) is aſſumed and 
uſurped ; it is without Law, beyond Law, and againſt the In- 
tention of the Law : And therefore it is not the Power of an 
Engliſh King, whihb, as Chancellor Forteſcxe ſays, he receiveth 
from the People, for their better Protection, and cannot govern 
them by any other Power ; but it is an Arbitrary and boundleſs 
Power, which he gives to himſe:f, and uſes as he pleaſes to the 
Peoples deſtruftion. And ſuch in every reſpett was the late 
King's High Commiſſion Court. 

The laſt Clauſe is this. And'no leſs are they to be accounted: 
Rebels, ſince no Man can uſurp Authority over others, but by rebellin 
againſt them who had it before, or at leaſt againſt thoſe Laws whis 
were his Superiors. 1 need not exemplify this in the Diſpenſing 
Power, which was an open-Invaſion of the Legiſlative, and a 
Rebellion againſt them who have always had an Unqueſtionable 
Right in that Soveraign Authority. And as for his Superiours,. 
the Laws, (which the ſame Laws tell- us* more than forty times 
the King is under, and ſubje& to,) he. made more bold with 
them, than any King of England ever did in fo ſhort a time. 

Here then I fix my foot, and will maintain it againſt all the 
Champions of the Paſſive Doctrine, That the late King for 
many Years paſt has had no Right at all to the Duties enjoined 
by St. Paul in the 13th of the Romans, and that he has been an 
out-caſt from that Text ever ſince he was an out-law- to. the 
Engliſh Conſtitution ; That from the Time he turned aſide. to 
a courſe of Injuſtice, he has not been the Miniſter of God, but 
as Bratton expreſly ſays, the Miniſter of the Devil ;. nor has he 
been one of St. Paul's higher Powers, for the Power of a King of 
England is poteſtas juris, non injurie, a Power of doing Right,not 
of doing Wrong ;z and — there was not a Soul Subject 
to him,. or that owed him Non-reſitance ;, T hat he was ſo far 
from being the Ordinance of Ged, that he diſſipated and deſtroy-- 
ed that Ordinance, which is the Legal Conſtitution, as elanithou 
truly affirms; And laſtly, that all this while amonglt his other 
Uſurpations, he uſurped the Name of a King which did not 
belong to him : for governing by Law is the Eſſence of an 
Engliſh King, and where there is Arbitrary Government, there 


is no King, ſays Bratton ;, He loſes the Name of a King, _ 
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the 19th Chapter of the Laws of King Edward the Confeſibr. 
[t cannot be faid that write theſe things to ſerve a preſent 
Turn, becauſe 1 have long ſince demonſtrated -all-this, and afl 
that.1 hold in-Politicks beſide ; and becauſe it is Demonſtration 
all that L ever will hold, in one ſingle Sheet of Paper which was 
commonly called the Chaprers, and is exqggnt, P88. 'of my 
Collection : But I am forced'to repeatitheſe I ruths over - again, 
becauſe | fee the Pallive-Men will never have done, -for when 
all their Argumertts are baſed, {till their -DoCtrine will ſerve 
to make a'Hiſtory. Ihumbly teave'it to the Legillative to-put 
a ſtopto the Continuation of this Hiſtory, becauſe they are 
-molt concern'd:to doit ; for-if there be no difference betwixt 
Law, and-no Law, \in the point of the People. of 'England?s 
ſubjection, then they.may even ſhut up their two -Houſes-at 
Weſtminſter, and ſave themſelves the needlefs trouble of all their 
publick-Conſultations. And while the Paſlive Dottrine remains, 
all the Lords and:-Commons'of England have no other Property 
in their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, than the Duke of Lorrae 
- would have had in his Country, with the French King's four 
High-ways of a quarter of a Mile broad quite through it. For 
it is thevery Doctrine of the Bowſtring, or of the Goa! and 
Block, 25s this Hiſtory deſcribes it, P. 126. or of the Hdlter, 
for I will never contend about Names, but in ſhort it: makes 
Slaves, and Sacrifices of a whole Nation,” whenever a T 
comes that will take the advantage of it, and exerciſe the R; 
of a King, p. 88. Now weare taughtin this Hiſtory, That i - 
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of a Remedy.; for God has —=_ id, bat he'will not Har 
1n that Caſe, '1\Sam. 8.18. but if Men will have an Oppreſlor, 
leaves them to abide by their own Folly and 'Madneſs. 

As tothe Obſervations upon my Preface to the Remarks upon - 
Dr. Sherlock's Book, 1 fhall-ſay but this, That-if that Preface be 
{o weakly written, as-to be overthrown by ſuch empty Obſer. 
vations, and ſuch impotent Refleftions as thoſe are,-let it take 
Its chance. 

As to Biſhop Lake's Legacy, I ſhall only fay this, That if 
Paſlive Obedience be the CharaCteriſtick of the Church, then 
thoſe Confeflors 'who in Q. Elizabeth's Time reſtored and 
eftabliſhed'the Church, were not of it. ph 
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' London, Printed for Richard Baldwin, 1689. 
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